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Best of the Web

Are ESL 'pay' sites worth the money?
As more and more quality sites turn their free online material into a money
spinner, are these 'pay' sites worth the money? It's a tough call, but here goes!

One of the better sites around that has always been 'pay' is English-to-Go.com,

and the quality of the materials available certainly seems to be worth the money

they charge.

With a monthly charge of US$14.99 per month (or about 500 baht in real money)
for premium access, this certainly doesn't seem too bad when you consider the
vast amount of resources at your finger tips, and the amount of time you now
spend looking for free materials. You won't have to be a member for too long to

make the most of the site either.

A quick look at the statistics for the site show they currently have over 1,300
resources, the majority of which are based on material from Reuters and are very

professional indeed.

An example for the site shows that the PDF versions are exactly as you would

find a core textbook and present very well:


http://www.eliteinstitute.com/index.htm
http://www.english-to-go.com/
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The sample resources available, if a true indication of all of the resources
available at the site, are certainly very professional and thorough, including upto
9 exercises for each text and based around 5 language levels. Don't worry;

answers are included at the end of each worksheet, just in case.
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There are also workbook activities in the selfaccess.com section, which is aimed

more towards students, but certainly has a lot of good ideas and can be very
useful for teachers who want the students to have some additional resources to

do at home.

So the big question is "Is 500 baht a month too much?" Only you can answer
this, but if searching the internet all day trying to find resources and then planning
lessons around what you've found isn't your idea of fun, then this could be a very
wise investment, especially if you are teaching a wide range of students.

Tim

tim@eliteinstitute.com


http://www.selfaccess.com/
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