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Pre-Reading Activities '

A: Brainstorming
1. Work in small groups. Look at the photos and answer the questions:
1. What problems do the photos make you think about? ;
2. List some words that you think of when you look at these photos. D.ﬂ.N GE H
3. Look at the headlines of the articles from today's lesson. M | N E 5
What do you think the articles will be about?
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Land mine victim helping Cyprus becorﬁe mine free|

Land mines threaten Iraquis and hamper developmentl

Food summit seeks "green revolution" for Africal

Inflation bites harder in remote Kenyan region |
Reading Activities

A: Comprehension
Your teacher will give you an article (either Article 1, 2, 3 or 4). Read your article and answer the questions.

B: Working With Unknown Words

Find three words from the article you do not know the meanings of. Try to guess their meanings (thinking about what
form the word is, its position in the sentence, any prefixes or suffixes, the meaning of the paragraph it is in as a whole).
Discuss your guesses with other students who have read the same article as you.

C: Sharing Information

Get together with students who have read different articles. Tell each other the main points of your article. Talk about:
who or what the article was about. what problem the article looked at.
how the problem affected people or how people are trying to solve the problem.

D: Drawing Conclusions
Today's lesson looked at two problems affecting the world. Work alone or in pairs and complete these sentences.
1. Today we looked at two problems...
2. Countries that have land mines have problems with...
3. Victims of land mines often lose limbs and..
4. One example of someone working with this problem is...
. Commodity prices have...
6. Because of this, poorer people in many places..
7. One example of a place affected by rising commaodity prices is...
8. One example of someone working to solve this problem is...
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Post-Reading Activities

You may do one or more of these.

A: : Extra Reading
Read this article about land mine statistics.

Land mines: savage weapon throughout the world

Fri Apr 04 (Reuters) ... Here are some facts on
land mines around the world.

* Antipersonnel mines have been used in many
conflicts since World War Two, including in the Viet-
nam War, the Korean War, thefirst Gulf War and to a
large extent in Afghanistan.

* Asof August 2007, 145 of the 155 States Parties
do not have stockpiles of antipersonnel mines. Eighty
States Parties have completed the destruction of their
stockpiles. Sixty States Parties have declared that they
did not possess stockpiles of antipersonne mines, ex-
ceptin some casesthoseretained for research and train-
ing purposes. An additional five states have not yet
formally declared the presence or absence of stock-
piles, but are not believed to possess any mines: Equa:
torial Guinea, Gambia, Haiti, Kuwait and Sao Tome.

* States Parties collectively have destroyed about

41.8 million stockpiled antipersonnel mines. Themost
recent States Parties to complete their stockpile de-
struction obligation are Cyprus, Serbia, Montenegro,
Angola, Latviaand Cape Verde.

* Cyprus destroyed about 48,000 mines, finishing
on its July 1, 2007 deadline. Serbia destroyed its 1.2
million mines, as well as nearly 200,000 held in
Montenegro, finishing on May 16, 2007, long before
Serbias deadline of March 1, 2008 and M ontenegro's
of April 1, 2011. Angoladestroyed about 88,000 mines,
finishing four days ahead of its January 1, 2007 dead-
line, despite the discovery of new stockpiles.

* Land mine Monitor estimated that more than 14
million antipersonnel mines remain to be destroyed
by 10 States Parties that still have to complete their
stockpile destruction programs.

* | and mine M onitor estimated that morethan 160
million antipersonnel mines are stockpiled by states
not party to the Mine Ban Treaty.

-- The vast mgjority of these stockpiles belong to
just three gtates: China (estimated 110 million), Rus-
sia(26.5 million) and the United States (10.4 million).
Other states with very large stockpiles include Peki-
stan (estimated 6 million) and India (estimated 4-5
million).

* |n 2006 there were atotal 5,751 casualtiesfrom
mines, and victim-activated | EDswererecorded in 68
countriesand areas, including 1,367 peoplekilled and
4,296 injured (88 wereunknown) whichwasa 16 per-
cent reduction from 200.”
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B: Discussion
Work in pairs. Discuss what you could do to learn more about one of the problems described in today's lesson.

Improve your English with FREE online English
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TEACHERS' NOTES AND ANSWER KEY

Reading Activities

A: Comprehension - Notes

At the end of the Teachers' Notes are the texts for today's reading activities. There
are four different articles so if possible allocate each student in your class to read a
different article (i.e. groups of 5 students will each read either Article 1, Article 2,
Article 3, Article 4.)

A: Comprehension - Sample Answers

Article 1: 1. Serafin Daudo, part of a land mine clearance squad in Cyprus; 2a. the
number of landmines in Cyprus; 3. Daudo was injured by a landmine and now
faces rehabilitation as he learns to live with an artificial limb.

Article 2: 1. Irag; 2. 25 million land mines remain in Irag; 3. the presence of mines
hamper development of oil deposits and farm lands.

Article 3: 1. Moyale, a mountain town in Kenya; 2. the impact of increased fuel,
water and food prices on the town which is hard hit because of its dependence on
food aid; 3. food prices have greatly increased and people in the town rely on food
being brought in from Nairobi. Food that costs 10 shillings in Nairobi will cost 50
shillings in Moyale. People have little to sell and it is expensive to send things for
sale further south. Water (due to drought) and petrol are expensive now.

Article 4: 1. a UN food summit on the global food crisis in Rome in June; 2. the
crisis in global food as very high commodity prices for staples like rice, corn and
wheat make people hungry and cause food riots; 3. they are going hungry; this can
lead to political instability; the UN was trying to look at how countries could work
together to solve the problem. Kofi Annan, who is heading an Alliance for a Green
Revolution in Africa, hopes to increase farm production in Africa.

B: Working With Unknown Words - Notes

Students work alone or with others who read the same article to identify words they
do not know the meanings of and then think about what information they have (i.e.
knowledge of prefixes, suffixes, the form of the word itself) to deduce the meaning
of the word. They can then, if you wish, check their answer with you or in a
dictionary.

C: Sharing Information - Notes

Students now work in groups: ideally you will have four students in each group,
each student having read a different article. They take it in turns to summarize
the main points of their article. The other students should listen, take notes and
ask questions for clarification.

If you feel it will be beneficial, students could first meet with others who have
read the same article in order to prepare for this activity.

D: Drawing Conclusions - Sample Answers

1. Today we looked at two problems: the prevalence of landmines and the
current global food crisis.

2. Countries that have landmines have problems with rehabilitating victims and
being unable to use land for farming or other purposes because it is mined, and
needing to clear mines.

3. Victims of landmines often lose limbs and face expensive operations.

4. One example of someone working with this problem is (answers could vary
but could include Daudo or members of the Iraqui government or the UN.)

5. Commodity prices have soared recently.

6. Because of this, poorer people in many places are going hungry because the
basic things they need to survive have become so expensive.

7. One example of a place affected by rising commodity prices is (answers could
vary but could include Moyale or the continent of Africa).

8. One example of someone working to solve this problem is Kofi Annan,
working to increase farm production in Africa.

TEXTS TO BE COPIED AND GIVEN TO STUDENTS ARE ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES:

© 2008 English To Go Ltd. All rights reserved. News article © 2008 Reuters, used with permission. Not to be reproduced or stored in any way without the permission of English To Go Ltd.
http:/AMmww.english-to-go.com English To Go and Instant Lessons are the registered trade marks of English To Go Ltd. email: editor@english-to-go.com

080407wlleduf
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Article One:

A: Comprehension

1. Who is your article about?

2. What problem does your article describe?

3. How is the person in the article affected by the problem? What is happening to him now?

Landmine victim helping Cyprus become mine free

TLARNACA, Cyprus, Fri Apr 04 (Reuters) - A week ago,
Serafin Daudo was sweeping for mines...in ethnicaly divided Cy-
prus. Today heislyingin ahospital bed, hisfoot blown off inabid
to make Cyprusland minefree.

Daudo, a Mozambican team leader in a mine clearing squad
attached to the United Nations on the war-divided island, was in-
jured in an explosion of an anti-personnel mine on March 28...

Ontheidandfor just over three years, Daudo had led ateam of
expertsto makeNicosasL edraStreet safe...Since November 2004
disposa experts have cleared more than three million square me-
ters of land and 3,483 landmines from 35 minefields on Cyprus.
But an estimated 20,000 landminesin 26 minefields are scheduled
to becleared in future....

He required three hours emergency surgery and at some point,
he will need an artificial limb, joining alegion of land mine vic-
tims.

"| can't seethereasoninlaying minesinthegroundto useagainst

human beings,”" said the smiling Daudo from hishospita bed, |ook-
ing younger than his 28 years.

Histwo brothers are also deminers, aresult of livinginamine-
infested country riven by acivil war which endedin 1994. Asked if
his mother approves, he said: "She worriesalot.”

Despite hisinjuries, Daudo is keen to return to work to ensure
he can continue to send home most of hisearnings and support his
children, aboy and girl aged 8 and 6.

"I'm preparing a future for my children. That's what | realy
want. |'d want my children to go on to university, be teachers or
something, have afuture.”

Now he says he is taking one day at a time but he wants to
continue his chosen profession.

"I havetowait until | recover and attempt to walk again before
| think about my future. | would want to return to work given the
chance," he said.
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Glossary: limb - leg or arm, profession - apaid job, especially one that requirestraining and education

Article Two:

A: Comprehension

1. What country is your article about?

2. What problem does your article describe?

3. How are people in the article affected by the problem?

Land mines threaten Iragis and hamper development

BAGHDAD,Wed Jan 23, (Reuters) - Upto 25 million land mines,
or amost one for every Iraqi, remain buried in thousands of mine-
fields across Irag and are hampering development of rich oil de-
posits, officials said on Wednesday.

Iragi government spokesmanAli al-Dabbagh said themineswere
spread across about 4,000 minefidds left across Iraq...

"For every Iraqi citizen thereisaminethat could kill him at any
moment," Dabbagh said at aconference.

Iragi Environment Minister Nermeen Othman said she had been
appointed by the government to lead efforts to clear Iraq of land
mines.

"Because of the contamination by land mines, Iraq has lost ac-
cess to thousands of hectares of farm lands and been unable to in-
vest initsail fieds," Othman said.

"The importance of this explosive materid is not just about the

damage it can do to ordinary people, it also impacts the eco-
nomic development of Iragitself,” David Shearer, U.N. deputy spe-
cial representative for humanitarian, reconstruction and develop-
ment in lraq said.

He said the development of oil reserves and other industriesin
southern Irag were being hampered by the presence of mines.

For example, he said in the southern city of Basra, the hub for
oil exports that sustain Irag's fragile economy, 518 sq km of land
was unusable because of the presence of land mines. "The people
... can't use that agricultural areaasthey should be ableto for their
own economic development,” he said.

Shearer said Iraq last year signed the Ottawa Convention ban-
ning anti-personnel mines but added that the government and the
international community had a responsibility to do more to clear
Irag of mine)
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| Glossary: hampering - preventing or lowing down something, unusable - can't be used |
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Article Three:

A: Comprehension

1. What place is your article about?

2. What problem does your article describe?

3. How are people in the article affected by the problem?

Inflation bites harder in remote Kenyan region

MOYALE, Kenya, July 29 (Reuters) - At aforgotten edge of Ken-
yaseconomy, remoteness hasbeen no protection from the global pain
of rising pricesfor the mountain town of Moyale.

It perches at the Ethiopian border, far north of the capital Nairobi
across mountainsthat descend to aforbidding desert of black volcanic
stones, sand and armed bandits before rising again into the frontier
town'sgreen scrub hills.

Few trucksreach Moyale, at the end of atire-chewing 500 km (310
mile) rock road, and the produceit sendsto the outsideworldislimited
mostly to livestock.

But itsdistance and thelack of agood road hasonly magnified the
impact of world fuel and food price rises on the cost of goods brought
from outside.

"Inflation isaffecting them tremendoudy. Werely heavily on prod-
ucts from Nairobi and the mgjor reason (for inflation) is because of
transport, because of theroad,” Moyae Centrd District Officer William
Chirchir told Reuters. "If it goesfor 10 shillingsin Nairobi, you'll get it
for 50 shillings here," Chirchir said.

Because the prices of basi cs such asfood and fuel make up such a
large proportion of household budgetsin Africa, peoplein theworld's
poorest continent feel soaring commaodity prices more than most.

Although less immediately visible than in Africas cities, the im-

pact can be even harsher in remote cornerssuch asnorthern Kenya..

Tradinginthenorth seemsat astandstill. Most merchantshave
only the samefew things-- firewood and milk -- for sde. Thehigher
fuel costsalso mean it ismore expensive to send goodsto the mar-
ketsfurther south...

A sack of potatoes from Meru, more than 550 km (340 miles)
away by road, has nearly tripled to 3,050 shillings ($46.20) from
1,300 four months ago.

The higher fuel costs have also pushed up the cost of water in
towns such as Moyde and Marsahit, its nearest big neighbor lo-
cated 250 km (155 miles) south on the road....Two years of poor
rainsnow meansacrisis.

"Water seems like it costs as much as petrol now. It is expen-
sive, but what canyou do?' asked Mamo Sharamo, an unemployed
resident of Marsabit.

In Marsabit town, dozens lined up late into the evening with
20-liter plastic jerry cansto buy water trucked in from a borehole
60 km away.

The cost to fill is 70 shillings ($1.04), up from 40 last year as
the drought began to bite, Sharamo said.
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Glossary: remoteness - being very far away from other places or people, magnified - made much bigger or larger]
commodity prices - prices of products that are bought and sold between countries

Article Four:

A: Comprehension

1. What meeting is your article about?

2. What problem were people at the meeting discussing?

3. How are people affected by the problem? How are some leaders trying to solve the problem?

Food summit seeks "green revolution" for Africa

ROME, June 4 (Reuters) - A U.N. summit on the global food
crisisasked rich nations on Wednesday to help revolutionizefarming
inAfricaand the devel oping world to produce morefood for nearly 1
billion people facing hunger.

"Theglobd food crisisisawake-up call for Africatolaunch itself
into a'green revol ution' which hasbeen over-delayed,” NigerianAg-
riculture Minister Sayyadi Abba Ruma said on the second day of the
three-day summit.

"Every second, achild diesof hunger," hetold Reuters. "Thetime
to act is now. Enough rhetoric and more action."

The U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization called the summit
after soaring commodity prices threatened to add 100 million more
peopleto the 850 million already going hungry and caused food riots
that threaten government stability in some countries.

The cost of major food commodities has doubled over the last
coupleof years, withrice, corn and wheat at record highs. The OECD
seespricesretreating from their peaksbut still up to 50 percent higher
in the coming decade.

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said the summit, attended
by 151 countries, had shown "aclear sense of resolve, shared respon-

shility and political commitment among member states'.

But discord over how much biofuels contribute to the rise in
food prices, by competing with food output for crops, threatened to
deprive the summit of aforceful final declaration.

"l doubt there will be a positive agreement on biofuels,” said
U.S. Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer...

Ban'spredecessor at the head of the United Nations, Kofi Annan,
wasin Rometo sign an agreement with U.N. food agenciesfor anew
driveto increase farm production in Africa

"The world is facing an unprecedented world food crisis and
nowhereisthiscrisismore seriousand acute thanin Africa," hesaid
of the new plan.

"We hope to spur a green revolution in Africa which respects
biodiversity and the continent's distinct regions," said Annan, who
chairstheAlliance for aGreen Revolutionin Africa(AGRA) which
is coordinating the effort.

He told Reuters that African nations using prime farm land for
biofuel risked creating food shortages, adding, "they will regret it
because the population will turn onthem.”....
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Glossary: commodities- products that are bought and sold between countries, biofuel - fuel or gas made from plants
unprecedented - never having happened, prime - first or best
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